His Story
The papers of Norman E. Jones, an outspoken and controversial African-American who chaired the Black Citizens Committee for George Wallace in 1972, have been donated to USF St. Petersburg's Nelson Poynter Memorial Library.
Jones' papers include manuscript copies of newspaper columns, correspondence, photocopied articles by and about Jones, and 40 audiotapes. They were donated by Jones' son, Norman E. Jones ll of St. Petersburg.
The senior Jones was a photographer, publicist, journalist and activist who rose to national prominence during the 1972 presidential elections. The black conservative-a rarity at the time who was disparaged by blacks and whites alike-backed then-Alabama Gov. George Wallace's presidential bid. Jones was with Wallace when he was shot and paralyzed in 1972.
Jones' political philosophy was based upon self-determination, the free enterprise system and entrepreneurship. He also believed in African-Americans preserving and expressing their culture and heritage.
After moving to St. Petersburg in 1955, he began writing a column for black newspapers throughout the state. "Let's Talk Politics" ran for 20 years. He was the Florida editor for The Pittsburgh Courier and edited the African-American pages for the St. Petersburg Times and Evening Independent. He also produced his own radio program and WTOG-TV Ch. 44 televised the "Norman E. Jones Show." Until his h ealth failed in the 1970s, he ran an advertising and public relations firm in St. Petersburg.
Jones' son, a photojournalist and public relations consultant, grew up without his father. The elder Jones left the family when Norman II was 4 years old, and the two did not reunite until Norman II was 25.
"It was my extreme desire to sh ake his hand for the participation in my birth," said Jones, who conducted a 40-month search to locate his father. The men remained close until the senior Jones' death in 1990. In his memory, Norman plans to establish a media arts foundation for cultural and educational research. 
